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From 1950, hunreds of thou-
sands of children born in
South Korea have been
adopted into predominantly
Caucasian families world-
wide. Among all the intercoun-
try adoptees in the U.S.,
Koreans make up 60%.
Recognizing the significance
of Korean American
adoptees, WE Magazine ded-
icates this issue’s cover story
to their life stories. In doing
so, we hope to provide a
forum in which many aspects
of this community can be
explored.
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BEYOND MISTAKEN IDENTI

REDEFINING THE KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

n early 1996, Korea and the United
States became immersed in the story
ol a U.S. Air Force Academy cadet
named Brian Bauman, who was desper-

ulcl_\' s«-cking a m;llchin:_; bone marrow

donor so that he could hive. Thousands of

Koreans and Americans lined up to vol-
unteer to be tested. His search led him o
a reunion with his family members in
Korea. Who is this young man and what
is his relation to Korea? Brian Bauman is
a Korean American adoptee who was
adopted at age 3 by an American couple
in Minnesota. Bauman's search for his
birthparents to find a matching bone mar-
row donor became a wake-up call for

many people in the United States and

Korea to the presence of hundreds of

thousands of Korean American adoptees.
Brian Bauman’s search reflects a larger
community of people whose lives have
been sh:lped b_\' dccmlvs of international
adoptions.

Tmla_\' there np]_n'oxiumlc[\'
130,000 Korean-born adoptees in the
United States.

spark the imagination and touch the

are
The stories of adoption

heart, from the iu_\‘ and clm“vngc; experi-
enced |).v ;ulupli\'r parents, Lo the ques-
tions of identity and belonging by
adoptees and reunions with birthparents.
The power of international adoptions lies
in the way adoption ilf\'(‘“’(‘}).’i“l"ngt‘s sOCi-
etal norms of tamily and community as
well as :lssumplion:& about race and cul-

ture,

DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL
ADOPTIONS

Adoption agencies were (lvn'lnpml n
the United States an other Western soci-
cties in response to the disruption of the
extended family caused by the industrial-
ization and urbanization of the 1800%.

child

'I.I'(ldili(,ll’lil“.\," the adoption of a

occurred within  the extended family.
Adoption laws were formulated to create
legal avenues by which children could be
legtimized as a member of a family to whom
no ties of blood existed. Adoption was seen
as a \\'v:l‘\" I‘(’llw d (‘Ilil(“(‘.\'s (‘nllplc. \\']\0 were
from an emerging white middle class, to
build a family. The importance of blood kin-
ship, however, was perpetuated by adoption
agencies who endeavored to “match” chil-
dren with their prospective parents, assess-

ing not only similarities in physical charac-

teristics, but also the intellectual capacity of

the child. The adoption ot children who
were racially different was prohibited by
many adoption laws, reflecting the anti-mis-
cegenation sentiment of the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centurv.

By the 1960s and 1970, shifts in
American attitudes about adoption and
race supported the continuation of interna-
tional adoptions. The wider use and avail-
ability of birth control devices, the legal-
ization ol abortion, and the fact that more
\\'hile llnwul mollu-r.\ were kecping lh(‘il'
l) i l) i '8,
, 51 (el n

tributed

Adoption
societal
family and

to a short-

white
babies
available
for adop-
ity O n

Thus, couples sm-king to adopt olten
would discover that white babies were
scarce but there were thousands of babies
of other races who needed homes.
Adoption agencies became less concerned
with the need to pll‘\'sic'u”‘\“ “match” chil-
dren with adoptive parents and many
adoption laws prohibiting biracial adop-
With

more handicapped and minority children

tions were ruled unconstitutional.

in need of homes, trans-racial and inter-

norms of
community.

By Prumeh Lee and
Hollee McGinnis

country adoptions became a viable means
ol removing children from institutions
and into permanent families. The previ-
lence of international adoption also
reflects the relative case by which parents
could adopt children from other countries
as opposed to children who were
American-born, since the wait to adopt a
child born overseas was shorter.

The largest proportion of international
adoption for the past four decades has
been [rom Korea. (See the table on page 21.)
According to the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service, the highest annu-
al total ever recorded for international
adoptions occurred in 1987 with the
adoption of 10,097 children born over-
seas. Of the total, 75 percent of the chil-
dren were from Asia with 59 percent
coming trom Korea alone. One of the

reasons for the large number ol Korean-
born adoptees in the United States is that
Korea was one ol the first countries to
participate in international adoption. The
first inlcr-u)unll'_\‘ u(luptinns occurred asa
result o f

challenges i<
C O B humani-
tarian
.'i[)pCdl to
rescue
‘children
I wvoram

war-torn

European countries alter World War 11.
Similarly, the adoption of Korean-born
children lwg;m in the 1950 as a result of
the moral appeal made on behall of the

orphaned children and the mixed-race

children left by U.S. soldiers during the
Korean War.

The Korean war devastated Korea and
its people. Korea's community and gov-
ernment support systems were utterly

destroved. There were literally thousands
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of children whose families had either died
or lost them in the midst of the violence
War. As

America saw the news footage and pho-

and chaos of the Korean
tographs of the hungry and sick orph;med
children wandering the streets of Korea,
some Americans began to organize to
adopt the m'ph:mul children.  Shortly
after the war, the writer, Pearl S. Buck,
arranged for a number of mixed-race
Korean children to be brought to the
United States for adoption lln‘(‘)ugh
I‘;((I

Welcome louse, an agency she

founded. Tlarry Holt, a lumberman {rom

Oregon was so moved by the plight ol

these children that in 1955 he Hew to
Korea and l)mugltl home eight children.
He and his wife Bertha, could not forget
the children they had left behind and
began Holt International Services in
1956. founded on the beliel that “Every
child deserves a home of his own.” The
vision of the Holt family spurred on a
national media blitz, spark
ing thousands of families to
orphans.

adopt  Korean

Today, Holt is one of the
leading adoption agencies in
international adoptions,
placing over 24,000 children
from Korea in the United

States.

KOREAN TRADITION AND
TRANSFORMATION

Adoption in Korea was
not uncommon. With large
extended families prov iding
economic and social support,
[amilies often  adopted
orphans within the family.
Or if the eldest son of the
[amily did not bear any son,
he would adopt his sibling’s son to pre-
serve the family lincage. But Koreans
rarely adopted children who were social-
lv stigmatized as “llegitimate,” because
they were born out of wedlock or from

And

adopting a non-blood related child was,

extra-marital allairs.

and still is, foreign to many Koreans, as
the child is not considered part of the

family lincage.
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e
MAGAZINE

the act of

Thus, the population of

orphans continued to rise through the
decades.

Today, Korea is ranked as America’s
fifth largest trading partner and has the
| llh l;u'gcst economy n l|n: \\'()l'ltl.
However, its per capita GNP at $10,000 15
only hall that of the United States. As
Korea becomes an industrialized nation,
Koreans are now facing societal and wel-
fare problems that Western countries have
hall 10 conrronl in tlu' p;nl. ]".t'UI\UIni('&l".\‘.
Korea may have transformed drastically,
l)ul Ihc k‘ulllu'.’d or SO\"iill ll'.m.\ruz‘mmi(m
was not as significant. Furthermore, the
economic development of Korea does not
parallel an improvement in the social and
p()lilit.‘.'ll status of women. Women in the
60's and 70%s only earned 40% of a man’s
wages and the lack ol government social
welfare structures for women further pres-
sured a mother to give up her child.

International adoption continued 1n

Korea through the decades after the

War

,\Xn(‘ri\d” ilk'”'_;l[ll_! Ut .‘.(l(\P].Al)lC Lhil(*!'(’”.

'!)L‘i'd\l\l' UII !l\(‘

Korean strong
combined with the Korea's perception of

.\I“('l'ik'll as a I:irl-‘.l ol npf,)uﬂunil_\ —a sen-

timent which also contr buted to the
influx of Korean immigrants to the
United States during the 1960’s and
1970's.

up a child for adoption in America was

For mothers, the fear of giving

tempered by the belief that their children

would have a chance at a better lite.

After the Seoul Olympics of ‘88,
when Bryant Gumbel of NBC’s Today
Show l‘cfcl‘rc(] 1o Korea's ].'u'gc&t export
commodity as its children, the Korean
government felt  humiliated and
ashamed belore the world. To this day,
many Koreans are ashamed of how
inl(‘rnanolm] .’H'l()])li()l]t\ ilnply that
Koreans are unable to take care of their
children. Korea received a wake-up call
from the Bauman family when 1t real-
ized that it continues to share a respon-
sibility for its children, even though they
may be scattered across the world. The
Korean government has begun changing
laws noan attempt Lo m.‘llu- a‘uloplion
more attractive and secure to encourage
Korean couples to adopt children [rom
orphanages. This has included allowing
Korean parents to register their .’ldoplcd
children in official family registries and
giving adoptive families prelerence for

government housing,.

In 1993, the number of
children  brought to the
United States trom Korea
for adoption dropped lrom
5910 in 1987 to 1,765,
reflecting a limit imposed by
the Korecan government.
The government had decid-
ed 1o ban all foreign adop-
tion by 1990, except for the
;uluplinn ol children who
were h;\mliv;uppc(l or mixed-
race, but retracted its deci-
1994.

fn'll_'uu 1o u.‘|mngc lllcn‘ atti-

sion 1n Korea has
tude of 1gnorance and alien
ation of the Korean
American adoptees to that ol
a more open and supportive
mother country. As many
Korcan American adoptees and their
{amilies are returning to Korea to [ind
their birthparents and discover their
heritage, Koreans must reconsider what
it means to be a Korean and who it is

that can gain access 1o its community.

BUILDING IDENTITIES

“Are you related to them?” “Are you his

Iu'll)_\»'-sillcr'.’" “Are they really your chil-



dren?”  Seemingly innocent questions by
strangers who pass |sy.

But to the adoptees and their families, it
is a day to day struggle to have to establish
themselves as a [amily which challenges a

societal norm of limiting race and ethnicity

to distinct categories and linds a point of

conllict in the interracial adoptive families.

The issue over racial identity lormation
has always been a major concern in inter-
national adoption and rellects the broader
controversy about race in America. Lver
since the 1970%, the National Association
of Black Social Workers

American groups have advocated against

and Native

interracial adoptions, arguing that it is a
form of gcnucidt- causing lifelong psvcho-
logical damage because the adopted chil-
dren are left conlused about their racial
identity. The argument follows that white
parents are not able to give their non-white
children the skills and insights necessary in
a race-conscious society,  The degree to
which race should be a priority 1n the
placement of children continues to be
debated by agencies who conlront the
problem of balancing racial considerations
with the urgency ol placing a child in a per-
manent home.

Today, some adopting families are
actively trying to teach their children
how to cope with racism by exposing
them to Korean culture and participat-
ing in groups with other families with
adopted Koreans.  Some parents feel
because they have adopted a Korean
child, they too have become Asian
have become

American lamilies and

very interested in learning about Korean

culture, customs and food so as to toster
cultural pride in their children.  Some
;lgcncies are now r'unning programs to
assist parents in du\'clnping the cultural
identity  of  their
adopted child. In
addition, wcok-](mg
summer culture

camps have been
dc\‘c]npml [).\' par-
ents Lo teach
Korean culture and
language to Korean
American adoptees.

Many

cncourage

camps
the

entire  family to

attend so that it will be the whole fami-

lies, not just the adoptees, who gain a

At Camp Pride in

Hlinois, many of the families plan their

Korcan heritage.

whole summer around the camp. Several
dozen parents take time off from work 1o
\'uluulccl' as le.‘u‘l\('rs. ('m)ks, gyvm teach-
ers, and coordinators. In addition, at
Camp Sejong in New Jersey, many of the
counselors are older a(lnprm] Koreans or
['(."'\'

Korean Americans who become

models to the younger children. For
many Korean American adoptees, these
camps are their lirst exposure to a larger
community of people with similar experi-
ences and provide an opportunity for
children as well as parents to talk about
adoption and encounters with racism.
Deborah Johnson, a prominent social
worker who is also Korean and adopted,
believes that in raising Korean American

adoptees, much ingight. focus, and sell-

When Korean
American adoptees
seek their Korean

roots, many adoptive
parents fear the loss
of their child.

education is needed. Some parents are
reluctant to force their children to learn
about Korean culture because they feel
that their children will be growing up in

the United States
and will be essen-
tally  American.

For the sccond
.:_':cncl‘;ui('m Korean
American raised in
Korcan families, a
their

search lor

Korean  heritage
and identity usual-
lv results in a clos-
er binding of the
family.  However,
when Korcan American adoptees seek
their Korean roots, it is often a dilficult
time lor adoptive parents, as many fear
the loss of their child. However, Don
Sibley, an adoptive parent and director ol
Camp Pride feels that parents “should be
willing to take risks. The potential bene-
fits of giving as much information of who
Ill(?_\' are, where l|\e_\’ come trom, out-
weigh the risks because later when they
need to make decisions it 1s important to
have the choices available.”  Culture
camps and the lormation ol support
groups for adoptive lamilies i1s a progres-
sive steps towards nurturing adoptees
and their families who are l':u'c(] willl
issues that intersect issues ol adoption,
cthnicity, and culture.

While raising Korcan American chil-
dren, adoptive families, usually for the
first time,= must deal with the pains of

racism through the cxpcricnccs ol the

INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS 1983-1994

Region of Birth
All Countries

1994

Asia

Curope n/a
Africa n/a i
Latin America n/a

1993

1,522

2,596

Number of Visas per Year
1992 1991 1990
: 7,088

3,823 5

50 | 63 i 41 ! 36

1984 1983

£ 9,945

£ 7,679

6,188

103
22
2,106} 2,173

f—
[

o0
—
[ 38)

_.
O
-1
[y

1,668

Source: U.S. Immgration and Naturalization Service
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child. Korean American adoptees when
(i(‘:ﬂing with their i(lvmit‘\', do not have
access to the same support of family or
friends who have gone t|1rnu_':1h similar
experiences; olten times, they may be
the only person of color in the school or
&‘nmmnnil.\'. Parents are Irl\‘ing 1o lc;lch
their children how to cope with racism
and their ethnic identity struggle, but
these are Ihings that parents thcmsvlvcs
ll;\\'l.' not .'l” dlf\'vlupcxl.
Johnson

Deborah com-

ments, “Parents are trying
to learn traditional culture,
but the really hard work 1s
(!(‘.’I“”E \\ill) ‘IlL‘ i\Sll('S l)‘
being different and what
that ditti-

cult.”

means 1S very

Although the current
multicultural sentiment

and the presence of the
Korean immigrant commu
nity has helped to loster a
greater awareness  of
Korean culture, truc empa-
(h_\‘ comes Irom under-
.\l."ln(“ng tht' l‘.\i})L‘l'i\'lh‘(‘:ﬁ
cthnie
United

States. Parents are realizing that what

of being a racial

minority in the

happens in the Asian American commu-

NIty NOW Impacts their life because ol

their adopted children. Tt is in this
r-.-cu.)glﬁli(n) that Don Sil)lc»\' leels, “It is
(‘bs&'l’lli&ll that we have as much contact
and communication as we can between
the Korean American community and
the adoptee community. Both groups
have a lot to share with each other, and
HE I(’[ 1o l("lrl.l ].I’l)l]l (’:lKIh ()ll‘(‘r, ’
Unfortunately, many Korean American
adoptees and their families feel alienat-
ed from the Korean American commu-
nity despite their interests. They are
continuously confronted by misunder-
sl;m(ling uml bll'l'(‘()(.\‘pil\g l)\\‘ both the
first and the second generation Korean
Americans. However, many in the
Korean American community, includ-
ing the adoptees, recognize that they, as
Asian Americans,do share similar expe-

riences as ethnic minorities in America.

WE
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Video Inatallation by &

THE DIVERSITY OF THE KOREAN
AMERICAN ADOPTEE COMMUNITY

Korean American adoptees in the
United States are a diverse body ol peo-

Some are lully Asian, some halt

Pl C.

Asian and half African, and others hall

Asian and Caucasian. Although most ol

(I]k‘ ii(i()]!lk’\'b are il(ll')p['t‘(,l \‘.'llCll ll\l‘_\' are

intants or |()(](”Cl'».\. others are u(]()plctl

>

K. Abn © 1992 Chartvsa Uemura

when they are six and older. Some grew
up in Jew ish families: others were raised
in Christian homes. They have parents
who are ethnically Irish, ltalian, Polish,
Swedish, French, German, Alrican, or
Japanese. In this diverse community,
Korean American adoptees are tied by
their bridges to Korea, adoption, and the
Umited States.

As adult Korean American adoptees
look to raising their children, many come
to a critical point in deciding what it 1s
they must pass on to their children in
I‘L‘];tlitm to their i(]t'nlil_\'. ‘l.l\(' nvm' lor
<1l~<,n\vl'_‘. ‘m-i .‘\'.’l-lr‘lﬂd:i(,!l‘l may lu'lp to
explain the recent surge ob support
groups in the Korean American adoptee
community. Many of these groups ofter
mentorship and support programs for

adoptees and their parents. Some or

nizations attempt to educate adoptees in
the tradition and heritage of the Korean

culture and still other organizations assist

adoptees in the search for their birth-

parents.  These support groups are
reflective of lhc eftorts ol the .‘ul()plcvs
to form groups where their experiences
are sll;urvd and unn,l(-l'.\'iuud.

The

could

Korean American adoptees

model to l‘lk’
.‘\fl\‘l‘

all. the search for self-identity s an

sSCrve  as a I‘(\l(‘

Korean American community.

experience that all communities share
and ;1|l]xuugh the Korcan
American adoptees have
a difficult and complex
scarch in front of them, 1t
15 not a l;lsl\ Ilw_\' \'h_\'
away lrom nor just
blindly accept. The atti-
tudes towards self-iden-
lil}.' sl\ou]xl be .nhnircd
and

.uluplul |>_\' the

Korean American com-
munity as well.
Currently, the con-
cept of the Korean
American community 1s
being challenged and
transformed into a more
inclusive illuntll_\'
through the acceptance
and allirmation ol
Korean American ;ul(-pl:‘(‘s and their
families. As Chris Winston, a parent
and founder of “Friends for Korea,”
states: “T would like to see whole fam-
ilics being accepted into the Korean
American community because it 15 not
cnullgl\ to ‘”'].\' accepl l|1<" ('hil(h‘cn.”
It is a challenge for the Korean
American community (o nurture, sup-
port, and give a place of belonging tor

One-

generation

adoptees and their families.

point-five and second
I\.Ol'\"-‘l" A‘\("‘l‘l.i(.;l[ls are (’l’l:{“(‘l\'__itll 1O
define and understand the monning ol
being Korean American and redeline
the Korean American community to
recognize and empower all who want

to be part of |

Pramele Lee, a osecond generation Koerean .
Anzerécan, o a .-Iu_.f'f' wetler for WI Magazine.
Hollee MeGinnis ix a Korcan Anierican adoplec

whe founded a.k.a. inc. in New York.



By Su Niles

am sll‘uggling. ;\llcrnulvl_\‘ strong and

excited, then sad and angry, I am work-

Ing my way through some sort of life
maze. If this reads as llmugh I am gomg in
a multitude of directions, then it is an accu-
rate reflection of what's happening inside
of me.

My journey is twao-fold: To lay to rest
the past and create for
mysell a future.
Sometimes | want to
just give up, but then, |
see the prize before me,
and continue on.

This has been my
most difhicult challenge:
To overcome the effects
ol a turbulent childhood. My adoptive par-
ents were :\lcnhu[ics. my mother emotional-
ly and physically abusive to me, and
because | was Korean in an all-white fami-
lv, 1 fought the leelings of isolation and
loneliness.  Other adoptees have similar
stories to share: the degenerative effects of
alcoholism, the humiliation of sexual abuse,
the eating away ol vour self-esteem when
vour adoption gets continually thrown in
vour face

There are many of us out there, working
through these very real obstacles. We are,
tu“u-.'li\'v]'\'. functional, bright and articu-
late. We utilize these things o hide our
teelings of shame, imulwpx:u’_\' and deep,
deep hurt. 1 used 1o downplay my experi-

ences. No |nngm'. If indeed the truth shall

set us tree, then | must adhere to that beliel

mn my personal life, What | experienced
was real, painful and perhaps, even beyvond
complete repair. [ continue to lind a way to
\\'UI'L ll)l'()ll;:’h th‘?-l' ;:~':~'ll(‘$ SO l can plll
them away. 1 do this for my future, and
how T want to live.

The fluture trightens me, vet 1 am
mntrigued, Carrving the scars only makes
my L'h;t”(‘ngv greater And that l'hu”vngv Is

to find my place within the Korean com-

I will never, ever
regain in full
measure the culture

which I have lost.

munity. Having no contact with anything
Korean as a child and voung adult, | am
(1('Im‘mincd to make up for the lost years, It
Is an exciting, ]\ulﬁliin-__r. vet sad journey;, too.
R.‘Ai.\'('(l on

.md

Culturally, I am an American.
McDonald’s

chicken, this hardly prepared me for bulgo-

steak, potatoes, ried
gi, mandu, kimchee or chopchae.

This is just the basic level. There is an
emotional tie that is inde-
scribable. I am com-
pelled 1o assimilate all
that 1 can about Korea
and what being Korean
means. At the same time,
| recognize all to deeply
some inescapable facts,
Regardless of how many
Korean cultural events I attend, regardless
of how much of the Korean language I learn,
and regardless of how many Korean friends
I make, I will never, ever regain in full mea-
sure the culture which | have lost. This is
my greatest sorrow. Once my birthmother
relinquished me and 1 was [lown to
America, all those ties to Korea were cut. |
will never be wholly Korean.

I walk in this skin.
And in this skin, T am
any American. A single
il”.’l:"l" I‘..’]\ E)L'L‘”. "lﬁ'hl'(i
inside of me. American
pie, From Sea 1o
Sea... all

semantics. But my skin

Shining

conllicts with me. The
world sces me as a
Color. Crossing  the
culture Eap with other
pioneers who are brav-
ing the elemenms of
their own prejudices, |
l'l‘.l“ZL‘ |)n\\' mll-;'l‘l ener-

oy it takes to open the Pk
mind, however willing
the spirit. And I slam up against the impen-

etrable wall.

ESSAY

OBSTACLES AND CHALLENGES

PersonaL Account: ONE ADOPTEE'S STRUGGLE TO EMBRACE TWO WORLDS

It hurts =o much ro still I)L on the out-
side. It is altogether a lovely pain, one
with which 1 am intimate. This skin has
cost me dearly. My c]-.-mcnl;u:y school
phrases are a llag that denotes my infancy
in this world I am visiting.  Abnyong
basaye, kamea bamnida... conversational
Korean. But my skin conflicts with me
once again. Listening to the melody of
this language spoken by its natives in the
comfort of their conference, | realize how
far I have to go, despite how far I've come.
And I press mysell against the impenetra-
ble wall.

I walk in this skin. And in this skin, |
Not 1in

America, not in Korea... but where? 1

have found another world.

cannot \\'IIO”‘\' :{('(‘("P' one il“(l \'-"hO”_\'

reject the other. It is painful, 1o
embrace two worlds, to tie the laces of
the insides ol me. Closely resembling a
war within where there is neither victor
nor vanguished, 1 understand - perhaps
too late - this may well be my destiny.
To sit forever by the impenetrable wall.

So, I must take what T can. 'l'lu'ou;__{h
lln‘ years of umlel'suuuling Ihc impat’t of
intercountry adop-
tion on m_\'sc“' and
other adoptees, |
have finally come 1o
accept these things:
I will

always be Korean. |

4! am Korean.

can no more alter
1}1.'11 than I can alter

And |

am going torward to

my gender.
the goal ['ve set
1before me: To attain
Tto the best of my
ability the culture
that, by birth, truly
lwlong.\ to mcau

St Nilew 1o the chairperson of the Sacramento

Adult Adoptee Growp.
A /'
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smberd of Friends of Korea

By Chris Winston

BEGINNINGS

stay at home \.\'ilh my seven vear old
s0on .ll] (l("idnl L L)" Q‘\'(‘l.\' l(l”('_{’:\'
[riend who 15 now \\.'ox‘]iing with a
My BA. in

}l‘..\'\'lll)ll)g.\'. ”Idl\l'.‘- me thinll\ (I’. ]\l)\\'

masters degree or better

Piaget won the right to stay at home
with his children by studying them. 1
study my son, but only in my heart. |
want more children, but my body hasn
uxo]wl.lla;(l. We decide to adopt.

We call the county. An “older child”
means l“-'L‘I\'\‘ ;l”(] l,ll'. ‘l[l]\.'\-‘:' we (]l,) t.l).‘-'
ter care. We wonder what all that “com-
ing and ;‘.-_n'm-:;" mig]\l mean ftor our son
and for us. We are discouraged.

When we call another agency, we are
l()“ ll\.‘lt ll\cl'c are l:"trls w||n are lour to
SIX vears old available. As we wonder
W ]\‘\'_ thc_\' say lI\:ll lhc l']liltll'l’n come

{rom Korea.

~ WE
gl \AGAZINL

OURNEY OF
AN AMERICAN FAMILY

My husband's best Iriend is of Chinese
heritage with a brother and sister adopt-
ed long ago from Korea. 1 think of all the
photos my husband has of his [riends sis-
ter, a favorite model for pictures lrom
their high <chool dark room. 1 can imag-

ine a daughter who looks like this.

WAITING

The homestudy and approv al from the
agency go quickly. Yet, as we wait for
the referral, 1 think of hittle else and cry
d in?. ]ln\\ muic |1 ';|'||>, l'l.‘\'l}\ ]'xliv Il\v lnllvl'-

So bound by limits.

uliny.

Her picture comes. She 1s one year
old. not five, a beautiful smiling baby.
She is Asian. For a second | am sur-
prised. Why?

As we wait, I read everything | can
find about Korea. One is a book l;_\'
Richard Kim, Lot Names. 1 worry about

changing her name. We have already

Diana -

(‘nl)l{ll‘,'\-h. Lll'{'.\‘(‘({ i” ‘-”\‘l‘l. lh’i\'('f\ [l’lk'

chosen a name - Roman

Moon across the \1(‘\’. |‘n'nlm‘l|'c\> ot

women and  young children fHer

Korcan name means “pure silver”™. 1 am
n]vli;'hlgﬂ with the “fit”. She will be aur
daughter. Keeping her Korcan name,
we will wrap our name around it, know-
ing in gladness and in sadness that we
are changing who she 1s.

INS and

way I1nto the

Something 15 wrong at
miraculously | talk my
olfice of someone w ith actual authority.
The |1;1pr|'\.\'(1r‘|< is lost. They are looking
among stacks on the Hloor lor February s
mail.

Unless they carry me out, [ am not
leaving. They « all the agency and wall
NO!

myselt. The man is amazed that T want

have it re-sent. I will bring 1t
to drive 10 blocks. Doesn't he realize
lh.‘x‘. Il am \\i”in;_{ o U'.’(\‘l‘l Il.’l“. wayv
around the world? | bring him the
paperw ork and ignore his parting shot,
“Now you will have one ol your own.
It is not what he means, but 1 feel in
l‘iglﬂing' lor h('l' llm! :w‘hc 1s my own .‘\ntl

now she will come home.

FALLING IN LOVE WITH KOREA

We go to Korea and we fall in love.
QOur son 1§ «lcliig])lccl: everyone wants to
have their picture taken with him. We
don't know why this is. lotally caught
oll ;,_':u:u'tl. I am overwhelmed by the
warmth ol [)cnplv toward us. Can a
whole country consider you a guest”?

Before we meet our daughter the
Korean social worker warns us, “She is
shy with strangers, she will ery.” But,
she doesn't. In my arrogance, | think
that it is I who have won her over, until
later when 1 see the pictures.

[ have been given a gift. In the pic-
tures 1 see frame by frame how a young
Korean woman, who cares tor too many
bahies, has transitioned her to me She
has my daughter on the loor with her
hands on her shoulders. As ] stroke her
hair and ;_{r;uluu“_\' her check, “the
woman's hands slide slowly down my
daughters body, until she moves clear

across the room, taking the camera from



my husband, taking pictures of all of us.
My daughters cyes are like India ink, so
dark that one cannot even sce the cen-
ters. They gaze at me. Sarang bae sweet
baby.

My son and daughter relate well.
Someone in Burger King coos at our
daughter and ofters her a balloon. Our
son puts his face next 1o hers. “She'd
like two.” lle is a fountain of knowl-
edge on Korea. Our daughter who at
age one was not crawling, blooms in our
close attention.

We begin the process again wanting
to improve the ethnicity balance in our

The

social worker comes to our home lor a

family, wanting more children.

visit, arriving before my husband. When
my husband arrives our daughter jumps
up and runs into his arms, “Daddy!” It
isn't hard to be rc-upproved.

The

Adoptions

But, things have changed.
Olympics came to Korea.
have slowed. We wait and wait as the
prospect of another Korean child dims.
We ask the social worker to rewrite our
homestudy for Viet Nam. As I leave her
olfice, 1 say, “If we get a referral from
Korea today, we will take it.” By 7:00
that night, is it a miracle, we have a pic-
ture of a five year old Korean boy.

RETURN TO KOREA

We agonize over who will go to
Korea to get him. International travel
with a 2 1/2 year old is difficult, but we
all go, with our daughter screaming
practically the whole trip. I stand on a
street corner in Itacwon and rock her, a
baby with her days and nights mixed up.
A Canadian man comes up to me, an
adoptive tather himself.  He says,
“sometimes it is best just to go straight
to the airport.” 1 cringe. This is not my
new child. In the back of my mind I
wonder, do the sounds and smells make
her think we are giving her back.

In a better moment, she flirts with

One

man with enough English asks, “Korean

strangers on the train to Jnchon.

girl?” When we say “ves,” he comments,
“Very Western.” It is not a compliment.

We meet our five-year-old son, who
comes with us willingly. When we give
him a new backpack full of toys lor the
plane ride, he sits in the middle of the
airport floor and won't get up, opening it.
But when my husband and older son
start to walk away, he picks it up and fol-
lows, chattering in Korean.

On the plane, we sit next to a Korcan
man who has just visited his wile and
voung children.  He is an immigrant
returning to a shoe business in LA, to
spend Christmas alone. Missing his fam-
ily, he becomes an extended part of ours.
Our younger son sits between this man
and my husband. The man translates our
sons wishes and offers reassurances.
When at landing our son starts to cry, |
am helpless. Our helplul friend reaches
over and unbuckles our sons seatbelt. In
my newness as a mother, I do not re-
buckle it. As we walk down the ramp ol
the plane, the Korcan man hands us a
business card and says we may call him.
He gently puts his hands on our sons
shoulders and kisses him on the forchead.
It is like a blessing.

At Christmas time, | send this man a
card with pictures of our son, but some-
how lose the address alterward. When
the L. A. riots happen | search for the
address desperately, but cannot find it. [
cannot even remember his name, though
I clearly remember his face. 1 wonder if
he was ever able to bring his family over
or if he is all right.

ADJUSTMENTS

My younger son can't tell us what he
wants for Christmas, but we have [igured
it out. He tapes toy cars to the bottoms
ol his shoes-roller-skates. Tle linds an
old car antenna and points it at another
toy car. Itis the first in a series ol remote
that he
allowance and do odd jobs for. le

control cars will save his

watches Pinnochio and pninls at the long
nose. “Mommy!” Does he think we are
all lars? It is only the first in a string of
“Disney moments.”

I have a new Korean friend. [ had

ESSAY

walked into her dry cleaners and asked
for help translating for my new son. In
il she
speaks to him once a week in Korean
that he will be bilingual. At the end of

my ignorance, | believe that

six months, we visit my Iriends mother,
our balmonee, who speaks to our yvoung
son in Korean. My son turns to me,
“Mommy what she talk?” T am thun-
derstruck that he does not know. He 1s
a child without any competent language.
[ now know that it has a name, subtrac-
tive bilingualism. s native intelli-
gence is clearly well above average, but
he has lost Korean and flounders in
English, when we attempt deeper con-
versation. It is like a learning disability
that affects him for yvears. In our frus-
tration, we fight often.

My older son gets quieter and qui-
eter. We get counseling. My younger
son is watching Cinderella and comments
on the stepmother, “I used to have a
Now [ just have my
Child of my heart,

whenever we fight, | play that tape in

mom like that.
favorite mom.”

my mind to gain control.

My younger son begins to avoid
Asians. He says that he is afraid that
“mommy will be all gone.” Remembering
the orphanage, he says that Koreans are
mean. | am concerned about his sell-
esteem. My Korean friend visits Korea
When she

returns, S}‘lL‘ l"(.‘lil.\"s cun\'crsnlions III.’IT

and my sons orphanage.

convince us both that my son is doing
better emotionally than he was while in
Korea. It is small comfort observing
what still seem to be overwhelming
strugales for him.

KOREAN SCHOOL

My dry cleaner [riend convinces me
to send my daughter to Korean school
with her daughter. The first day, the
stares are somewhat overwhelming, but
we persevere. My daughter, now 5,
seems comfortable with her triend who
serves as her guide. Reluctantly I leave,
pausing at the entrance to the school
where I buy a children’s Korean work-
book for myself. T do not believe that

WE g
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she can learn Korean by herself.

When I come back, the ]n'intlpal
greels me, asking if 1 would like to learn
Korean. 1 jump at the chance. There
are three :t(|u|ts at the scl\ool among
over one hundred children. The other
two adults have Korean spouses or
have lived in Korea. There are also sec-
ond generation students in our class.

They are read-
ng pur.tgmph.\. |
slx‘ugglv with the
alphabet, working
as hard as 1 can,
with the irrational
fear that if 1 do
not do well cnollgh,
they will ask me
to leave. It 1s a

fear that contin-
ues over the years
in diflerent torms
as 1 struggle with

my scnse of enti-
tlement, my right
to pursue this
connection for
mysell as well as
for my children.
But, 1t 18 my
friend who leaves
the school.
Funny things arce

happening. Olften the heat is off and we

wear gloves and coats. Some kind of

power struggle is going on that I don't
understand - one faction against the
other. We move to a much smaller place
next to a Korean market. | am con-
fused.

My dry cleaner friend savs church is
better un(l decides to take her d;\ughtcr
to the Korean school at her church. We
visit her church and are welcomed. But,
There

are more politics there as well. I decide

it is too fundamentalist for me,

to stay with the secular Korean school.
We belong to an adoption support
group, | do their newsletter. But, I am
trying Lo make the Korean connections
separate from adoption. We are trying
to be a Korean American family, It
seems possible,

Without her friend, my daughter

e
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flounders. Kids ask questions. “THow
come you are English and she isn't?”
One (lil_\-‘ two é;irls tcasc her because her
mother is Caucasian and she doesn't
understand Korcan. She cries a long
time. 1 don't take her back, but 1 keep
going |\1_\-‘su]f. [ teel challenged to lind a

connection for my kids.

That summer, | convince five adoptive

* 8 4

2
Learning lo Boa

[amilies that they want to learn Korean.
| convince a teacher from Korean school
and the prin('ip;d to help us. We have a
summer program for just the live Fami-
lies. It is exhilarating and all family
members participate. By fall both of my
sons, my husband, my daughter, and lare
learning Korcan. We ask to be admitted
1o lhc s<‘h()u| as a :-\cp;u';ll(‘ program on

Sunday alternoons.

I now no longer :\pt‘ill'\ 0n|_\ lor m‘\'sc‘“'

and my tamily, but act as laison lor
The

A fundraising

adoptive families in Sacramento.
school needs a building.
campaign ensues. Having come into the
community expecting to give as well as
receive, 1 feel that without reciprocity
one has tolerance and not acceptance.
My children are not charity cases. | do
not just want to take, [ want to give
something back. What will it be?

SINGING CAUCASIANS

I am invited to a meeting planning a
fund-raiser for the school. As the only
non-Korean in this entirely Korcan
environment, | am not as nervous as I
should be because it is fascinating.
These p(*nplc have pruﬁ*ss-iunul main-
stream jobs, but here they are Korean. |

guess that this s
what it means to be
bicultural.

A Korean
American l):-_\‘l'lll.’]U‘
gist s chairman ol
the fundraising

Ilis

wife 1s one ol moslt

committec.

stunningly beautitul
women [ |l('l\l_' mel.
[t seems incongru-
ous to me that sln‘ 15
also soft, sweet. e
asks il the adoptive
parents W ould be
willing  to sing
Korean songs at the
fund-raiser and buy
tickets at $60 a
piece, It as a
request | could

never have antici-

v on the Lunar New Year pated.

How can 1 come through on this one.
They cach have to make their own deci-
sion and these adoptive parents do not
even sing in church. I am sure that $60
will be too much. As I hesitate, they
drop the price to $40, uspm'ia"y for us.
| feel shame,

Though he is challenging me, there s
something about this man that makes
me know this 15 a legitimate request,
something that leels like acceptance. 1
will come to know him better, always
valuing his intelligence and generous
heart, his eccentricity. Somehow we all
decide to buy the tickets and attend the
fund-raiser.

In st‘gl‘egulinn. we ('nngrcg.‘nc on one
side of the room. Our children sing
first. Mixed in with the second genera-
tion children, they seem absorbed into

the community, as we stand out like




sore thumbs. My eyes mist with tears.
Are we giving them back?

We sing and the audience joins in with
big smiles. In our singing, they seem 1o
find our acceptance ol them, an unex-
pected piece ol Korean culture. | have
prepared something to sav. Two lines 1o
thank them lor including us in the com-
munity stretches endlessly in Korean.
Taking on blind faith the word of my
teacher that this is an accurate transla-
tion, [ listen to a tape of her voice over
and over, so that I can parrot it correctly,
Hankuk arint ral cop yong ab... At the end

thqv all (‘l:l]).
FAMILY

We are in every sense a lamily, but out-
siders challenge us within considerate,
“What a nice
“Are they really

sometimes racist remarks.

thing you have done.’
brother and sister?” “How nice vou have
one of your own,” “What are they?" “I

guess vou grow to love them?”

My daughter, at nine, celebrates her
Koreanness on her own, - “I don’t need
vour help mom,” - she teaches hangul o
her third grade class. At the Korean
Episcopal church, she stands comfortably
on the steps p.'issing oul programs with
other second generation kids. She 1s at
home. She accepts her heritage as she
accepts breathing.

My sons are so dillerent from each
other - one very academic, the other a
They hght. [t is

A\\.\' youngcx' son wants to

social buttertly.
Halloween.
make a devils costume with glowing eyes.
When my husband becomes [rustrated
with the complexity of it, my older son
ofters to help. The boys disappear into
ze with a dewils
mask glowing with red Christmas tree

the garage and re-emer,

lights. Winning the costume contest, my
vounger son splits the coupons for junk
food with his brother.

My older son is interested in a girl. She

is from Thailand. He helps her with her

ESSAY

math and English, having developed an
understanding of second language dilfi-
culties.  He is a national ment semi-final-
ist and in his required essay he deseribes
how his multi-cultural umily has allected
him.

My vounger son is a survivor who val-
ues independence above all else. Put an
obstacle in front ol him and he climbs over
it or smashes through it. His hugs also let
me know he values family.

I have no control over my sons” rela-
tionship. They build it themselves. We
have done a diflicult thing adopting from
another country. 1 do not believe it is a
wrong thing, but it is a difficult thing, with
lile-long challenges. We do our best to
meet them. B

Chrae Weston o the presdent of “Friends of
Korca, " an adopice support group tn

Sacramento, CA.
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DISCUSSION:
CROSS-SECTION OF THE KOREAN AMERIGAN COMMUNITY

tact with the Korean commumty to the

WE Magazine invited several Korean
Americans with different backgrounds to
share with ws and each other their tdeas about
the Korean American commantty. We bope
you find this docussion as fascinating as we
N, Ed.

Participants:

Kalee Ahlin is a 26-vear-old Korean
American adoptee. At the age ol hve,
she was adopted with her sister into a
small town family in central Minnesota.
Recently she worked for a year in Korea
as an English teacher. She currently
works in an advertising agency and
l\l(l”‘- o ;‘{I() on to a ln\,‘(iit';ll S‘:I\n()l.

Julie Hill was adopted when she was
four by a farming family in Southern
with another eleven-

“lil'l(,l’k.‘- illt,lﬂg

months-old Korean girl. For the past
cleven years, she has been working lor

American Airlines as a flight attendant.

WE
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Lincoln Hill and his twin brother were
adopted by missionary parents when they
were still premature infants struggling to
survive. He was one of triplets born into
a family of six children in Yeosoo, Rorea.
In 1977 he and his adoptive [amily moved
lun‘L‘ {o IIN' ltnilwl States, but never lost
contact with his biological family. While
working lor Sam's Club, Lincoln met his
wife Julie. Currently, he works as an
;aulnmn‘)ilc bdl\‘f‘ I'(‘pl't’.\l'nl(\li\‘c.

Esther Kang is a '_’3-.\‘«.11'4)[(] second
generation  Korean American law stu-
dent. She said she didn’t become more in
‘tune” with the Korean heritage until she
went to ('UHL":'U.

John Lee s a l|'n|‘:’\‘->(.\mcl|1in;: 1.5 gen-
eration lawyer who came to the U.S. when
he was 11.
the community from a social and cultural
standpoint but not ]l(_llilit;l] standpoint.

While srowing up, he had very little con-
& £ U} i

He considers himsell’ part of

ln)illl ".\’])L'l't‘ In‘ fs‘.‘\i(l Iu' C (nnpl('h‘l\\' '.nrgnl
Korean but relearned the language while
attending law school.

HanJoo Lee, Prumeh Lee, and Kevin
J. Park are stafi W
:\\:ngazhw.

Q: What do you think makes the

writers with

Korean American community?
Lincoln: 1 don’t know much about
the Korean American community since
I didn't grow up in a Korean or Asian
community. lrom what I know ol the
Korean American communily in
Chicago, just like other ethnic commu-
nities, | knn\\' that it’s very Iighl,
Korean

Tradition runs strong in the

American <'ummunil_\‘. |.;m:.;uugv also
p|.|‘\'.~; H ],nig part ol the community.
Without [speaking Korean], it’s hard
]bul‘ me Lo I'L'I.al('.

John: [ don't think it’s language per



sc.  Esther and 1 could have a huge
amount of altinity and we may never
even talk in Korean, but il's really the
commonality ol
growing up in an immigrant Iluni|_\'. We
that with

;u|¢)|)tcvs. I l'link lh(‘l‘{' are some df“ni-

share  almost none of
ties because we look alike. But I don't
know if they feel thai they need to be
part ol the Korean American communi-
ty. 1 think it's more of a ¢ uriosity than
anything else. 1 don’t know il it goes

any deeper than that.

Esther: What about those whe were

born here? What about my children?

John: But vou share your parents’
ecxperience as opposed to families that
have been here for generations. In the
luture, | expect the Korean American
community to be more blurred from an
ethnic standpoint. They'll feel much
more at home here because it'll be their
home.

Kalee: [t depends on the individual.
Some of my Korean American adoptee
Iriends gravitate toward other Korean
Americans. Others don't. On certain
levels, I do relate to Korean Americans
Irom immigrant lamilies. I don't have
the same sense ol tamily as they do. 1
don ‘[ ,l-'i\ Ca p:u‘ri\'u].'lr nL'C(l to l\.lng out
with other Korcan Americans.

Esther: Do other Korean Americans

-
il

Lincoln and Julie |

the ex perience  of

feel awkward towards you?

Kalee: I think it’s more of a curiosity.
;\hhuugh when I was in Korea, | llmught
[ was treated like a leper by many people.
They were totally shocked when in fact
I'm just a normal person.

Lincoln: It has a lot to do with [an-
guage also, When I see Koreans speak-
ing in Korean, something clicks in my
brain and I wish I could speak as well,

John: | get a lot of resumes from
Korean American lawvers. It thev don't
speak Korean,
lhc_\"r(' worse oft.
Knl'ulnh can ftor-
give non-Koreans
for not :})L'.‘Ai\mg
Korean, but not
lh(' l\'m‘t:.‘in.\'.

Kalee: The
people | met in
Korca were like.
"So are vou Thai?
Japanese?”  and
cte.... Also, |1 ot
paid less than the

white teachers. [t

——N, >
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factor will be whether the immigration
will continue or stop.
Lincoln: [ think i1l

because America is still the best coun-

dnn'l stOp
try to live in.

Q: Do vou think now that the lan-
guage of the new generaton of Korean
Americans is English, that it woulk re
A English, 1 Id ¢
possible lor dilferent sul:-s:rnups to

£
merge?

Esther: 1 think the problem right
now is that there are all these distine-

tions. But later

| on, I dont think
those distinctions
will exist  any-
more,

John: It all
depends on if a
magazine like this
:surx'culs or not.
To me, the next
10 yvears will be
very tc”ing. First
ol all, the group

ol pc()plc you are

talking about are

was really an eve-
opening experience for me.
John: There's a saying: “Koreans are
worse to cach other than lhc_\"n- to lor-
cigners.”
Q: How about Korean Americans?

John: T think a lot of It carries over.

But for the future, T think that one bigr

Kalee Ahlin

very voung. ['m
at the oulter ('l,[':(t' of r|’-.’ll group,

Q: When did you become aware of

vour Korean American wdentity, il at

all?
Kalee: When 1 first went 1o camp
.'md ctpm'icn('mi l||(' ('ullur.‘ll [|1ings.
Also more so when [ went to college
and the KSA. T went to the KSA meet-
ings but sometimes they spoke in
Korean. 1 just felt like 1 didn't !u-lnng.
Q: [to Lincoln and Julie] Did you
;nl:au £o to tlw.\u .'u]t)pu;'v ('.'|m|)s':'
Lincoln: No,

camps all my childhood. | always knew

[ went to "regular

where I came [rom and what my back-
ground was. In some wavs, | did seek
my Korean heritage. But because 1 did-
n'l dassociale 1\‘illl l\’()r\'dll.\' \\'h”c Zrow-
ing up, I didn't want to get anvolved
with any Koreans. If vou don't see
them for hundreds and hundreds of
miles around, then you just deal with
the people around you.

Q: For the adoptees, | would think
that it would be harder to deal with

racism perhaps because parents might

MAGAZINE



not be able to relate to that c,\‘|wri(‘m'v.
Kalee: | 0[)\'i0us|.\»' don’t know about
families but

Korean my tamily s

Swedish American.  There is a very

Mni«' treatment. [ mean, we¢ never
talked about [racism] when T was a kid.
Things that happcnul to me, | would
never talk about 1t with my parents.

John: I think that's also true of those
\\'I]() were l)()]’rl I‘L‘I.L'. A].}l\' ‘)(.'()}JIC \\.]1()
have a certain personal experience and
understanding about their deep history
can draw strength from sell-identity
and can effectively deal with racism.
[By the time] | came here, I had gone to
school in Korea enough that there was a
L'crl.lin runﬁ(]unl_‘v th:n came dlnng \\'ilh
it.  Frankly, I was called a lot of names
as a kid but 1 was able to shoot back.
To me, 1t was just kids playving.

Esther: | always knew 1 was Korean,
ol course. 1 got teased in school: Chink
and Jap, but never Gook. 1| knew this
Korean guy who said he was full-blood-
ed American and didn't identily with
the Korean American community at all.
I told him that he might have been born
and raised as an American but he sull
had Korean blood in him and you can't
deny that. He was like, “Why not?”

John: 1t's
I feel

l)m'n over t I1k‘|'l‘.

not denial. 1 mean
more American and | was even
Yes, | am Korean.

The whole thing with America is that

you take that personal experience and
add to it and in essence vou change it
Frankly, America is changing. It 10t so

: ] 1
white as it used to be.

Lincoln: It doesn't matter what color

VOu are.

HanJoo: | can’t imagine m\\'scll' mar-

rving anyone besides a Korean,

Q: 1 am curni-
ous as to how
1.5 and sccond
generation sce
adoption.  We
pretry mucll
know how the
first ;,{cnvx‘ulinn
feels about
adoptees. They
leel guil!.\' and

leel

ashamed lor let-

L |w.\

ting that hap-
pen.

John: [ can
only speak per-
sonally from my
1.5 generation.
The first gener-
ation’s attitude
is so backwards.,
”’l.‘al |1.‘\h lo du \\‘ith Ihcir "«u, < .nnl lu)nul'.
Nothing to do with reality.  1'm sorry
1llc.\' |.P(‘I th.’u way., In many ways it's that
backwardness and insularity that has
kept Korea down for so long. Tt docs-
n’'t really have to do with true honor; 1t
is a lacade.

Q: Whatd o y ou mean?

John:

the will to take care of the

lZither they had

children or they didn't.
The fact is that they could-
n't do it but they wanted
to look like they could.
The shame only comes in
when an outsider points
lh‘n out. '|'|1.'\('5~ where it's
complete denial.

Q@ Koreans don't con-
sider adoptees as “true

= " \
Korean whateves (h.tl

means. Would you con-
sider marrying a Korean
adoptee?

John: I would not con-
sider marrying based on

anything besides that per-

Jobn Led

son.
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John: Is
thal you .or

your family?

HanJoo:
[t's me. |
\\-‘()ultl not

feel comlort-

able living
with  some-
|)(ul_\ llull

doesn't share
l|mt common
c\[lL‘l'i('n('U.
Julie: |
alwa y s
thought |

was gomng 1o

“1.‘1[1:\' a

: white  guy.

IR e £ Dut | onever
|\(.'l]l my

mind closed to it. 1 would have dated
;m_\'b«_n[_\‘ but 1 .l|\\‘u‘\‘- Ihoug])l I would
marry i white person because of the
way | was ratscd.

Esther: 1 do agree that culture has a
certain binding element to it. Yes ['m
attracted to Asian Americans. But for
mysell, | don't teel as if 1 have to marry
a Korean American.

John: I find this fascinating because
I think it has more to do with that yvou
guys are younger and when you went to
school and where you went to school. |
had never dated a Korean woman and 1t
had nothing to do with pcrmm;zl choic
es. - just who was available. I graduat-
ed from high school in ‘78, Then, there
were Pt'.‘l(‘li(‘.’l“.\' no uxhcl' Korcans 1o
speak ol. So if 1 wanted to date, 1 had
no choice but to date a non-Korean.

Lincoln: 1 told myself when [ was
dating that it would be nice to marry a
Korean,

Kalee: My sister is dating a Korean
American guy. When they first started
dating, his parents were like “what's
going on.” Now they are totally cool

\\‘ill) her.



HanJoo: | know my parents would

have a major problem il [ was dating an
I £

adoptee. Even for myself, [ would ques-

tion it because while 1 was growing up

the whole notion ot .nlu[)liun luul been

framed in my mind as so negative.

John: | think historically vou would

be hard pressed to find a group ol peo-
I g 3 |

ple who have been more insular than

Koreans. | look at it now as a weakness

because national borders mean less and

less evervday., People who cannor deal
with other pvan(- will be left behind.
The market is going to move on and the
more we think that we're special and
unique, the more the world 15 going o
prove us wrong.

The

American community 1s that of a brain

problem with the Korean
drain. People you want in here — they

couldnt care less about Korean

American issues. At most they might
say, “if you get me interested in 1t and
get involved in it, fine. But do | need
to? No.” 1don't. Icould go out to the
mainstream and [unction just Iine. How
strong is that glue that binds us? It's not
like the glue that binds the African
American community.

Prumeh: Even though the bond

might not be as strong as that of the

Alrican American community, the poten-
tial to bond a community is there. The
problem is that we are limiting the scope
of the Korcan American commumty to

the first gencration. Personally, 1 think

adoptees are a huge part ol the Korean
American community. The first genera-

tion is becoming a minority. We need to

start thinking about dilferent wdeas of

what our community is.
Q: How strong is your glue to the
community?
Julie: 1 [eel I'm outside the Korean
I

('(H“\'HLHII!‘\' l)l“’ulll.\;(‘ l)i‘ InA‘.' l.‘ln{;l].‘lé,‘_l“ Dar-
rier. 1 feel I'm outside the white commu-
nity because of my skin color.

Q: Would you feel more comfortable
in an English-speaking Korean commu-
nity?

Julie: I would. But unless I had a rea-
son to, | wouldn't bond.

.lohn: As | sard, the need has 1o be
there. If it 1sn’t there, it's not ;;nin;_; o
happen. Ifits there, you can Factlitate it
I'm curious to see if it's there among
l‘:ng'ish-spcul\‘ln;__' Korean Americans.

Prumeh: | that Dietrich

Boenheltfer, a Christian theologian, once

remember

wrote snmcthlnu to the (lk‘\':"l't.".' that com-
munity is not something that we strive to

build but something that already exists,

\'.‘l!l.,‘lh('l' we r(‘vn:_;‘nizc il or not.

Community is something everyone
needs, whether it be social, cconomic, or
political. But 1 really believe that there
is a Korcan American community that 1
can lwlnng rTo.

Kevin : It's that we are having prob-
lems dealing with people who have
Zrown up in a different system than we
have. But we must figure out a way to
emulate their strong, |)mu¥in:c( force. 1
:||>’() llllnl\ I|1.tl llwl‘c IS a nm-(l lor a
Korean American organizalion, more
than we are willing to recognize. There
are some issues that wouldn't have risen
il we had strong pnlilh";\l clout. So tar,
we haven't changed the mainstream.

Esther: | think we have assimilated
prety well.

Kevin: Well, when we start demand-
ing more and keep pushing the glass
ceiling up, are they going to be so will-
ng to look at us in such a positive |ig|n'.'

Julie: |

tribute to the Korean American commu-

would be willing to con-
nity if | could understand the strong
hold amongst Korean Americans.
Kalee: | think it's important to have
the Korean American community, but

also try o d:\.\lml].u\- into America. It's

difficule. @2
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FATHER'S FEARS

By Steve Ford

¥ ‘_)“.\'l‘i\l'-()l(l davghter is drilt-

g ofl o sleep in the next

room, surrounded by stulfed
animals, tiny soiled tennis shoes and
other otsam of a busy day. 1 pause
every so often and listen. Sometimes
she'll hear me pecking away at the key-
board and call out lor another sip ol
juice, or just a hug.

She came into my life as a sleeping
inlant wrapped in a pink blanket. My
wile kissed her tiny checks and cried
while 1 looked on in bewildered
silence. The escort shook my hand and
zave me a small blue bag. It contained
various medical documents, a passport,
a cassette of Korcan children’s songs
and tiny packets of Korean baby lor-
mula.  "Congratulations, Dad,” she
said with a grin. (Strange as it might
seem, | treasure that nondescript bag
as an artilact of my daughter's “birth.”
I even kept the formulal)

Like any proud parent, | couldn’t
wait to show my child to the world. 1
particularly enjoved trips to the local
mall. 1'd bundle my daughter into a
“belly bag,” slip the straps over my
.\'Iloultlcrs. &lnll p;n';u]c [rom slore 1o
store. She would bounce happily with

(‘\'('l"\' Sll‘l) E\ll(] I \\'Ulll(l |')(‘£U“ \\'itl'l

pride, soaking up the compliments of

(’I(‘l'l\'.\' .'ll](’ SI![)I)])CI'S.

I've never referred to her as my

adopted daughter. If anyone asks, 1
identily her as my daughter — period.
That answer doesn’t satisfy evervone,
and I understand their confusion. They
don't sece my daughter the way [ do.
When | gaze into her eves | don’t see a
toddler with Asian

Korean features,

only my daughter’s lace. The concept of

race is irrelevant between us; only pure
parental love remains. But out ol that
love comes fear—[(ear of the future and
what it might bring.

l knu\\' lll(‘ (lil.\' \\'ill armve \\'hk‘l’l \ht ”

0 WE
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run to me in tears, sobbing because
another child has hurled a racial epithet.
or mocked the fact that she was adopted.
At the Communil.\' |mu| this summer, a lit-

lIC‘ h()‘\' S'.‘H'(‘l] ('lll‘il)llﬁl’\' é(l)ll (l,\'k(.'(l.

Steve Ford ekl Daugbler Lauren

That

(.llll.‘bliun i.\ mnocent vnough now, ‘)I" Ih('

“What's wrong with her eyes?”

ones that she'll hear in [uture yvears won't
be.

In time she’ll begin to wonder about
her birthmother. With a child’s logic she
might conclude that she was given up
because she was “bad.”  Or she might
become fearful that her birthmother is
soing to snatch her away like an avenging
angel.

And when she becomes an adult, she
may want to search lor her bh'lluuolhcr.
This isn't [earlul prospect, but it does
cause deep concern. I'll need 1o make

sure she understands that the desire to

meet her birthmother is not a betrayal of
her parents. Morcover, | want to be cer-
tain that I'll be in a position to help her
search succeed.

With all these possibilities in mind, 1
often lind myself looking ahcad, trying
to anticipate problems and devise solu-
tions. Interpreting the future is always
a fool's game; nothing is entirely pre-
dictable. You simply do the best you
can and hope that the choices you've
made are the |"|'c'ht Qnes.

Our [lirst step was to join an inter-
national adoptive lamilies group com-
posed mostly of families who've adopt-
ed from Korea. We get together lor
partics and playgroups so that our
children will understand that “transra-
cial” families are perfectly normal —
and not at all uncommon.

We've

l\‘()l‘t‘{l "llld we I'L\'Il,l l|wm 1o h!‘l' \\'hcn-

purchased books about
ever possible. | collect information
about Korean “culture camps” in our

arcit. On the issue of culture, howev-

er, I've received words of caution [rom
other Korean adoptees. One adoptee
(who is also a child psychologist)
advised me not to “overdo Koreal”
She said, “You can't create a genuine
Korcan culture in yvour home and it
would be futile to try.  If you push
Korean culture too much, your daughter
may wonder why vou're going to such
great |(-nglhs to make her feel different
from you. Remember: She is your
daughter hirst, and a Korean American
second.” l’cr]mps lllc M)llllion 15 to
introduce Korean culture in small por-
tions, and watch for signs ol interest.
We've already begun telling her the
story of how she came 1o be with us.
She

albums, so I often take advantage of the

loves l(mking I]u'nugl\ phuln

opportunity. As we leal through the
pages logn‘lhcl', | |minl Lo pllolugx‘uplls

sent by the agency before her arrival.



this one?

“See This 1s the woman in
Korea who took care of you |her foster
mother| until vou could come to live with
Mommy and Daddy.” II'l ask where she
was born, my daughter will point to the
sky and reply, “Korea!” At this point |
think Korea is somchow equivalent to
“heaven” in her mind!

The tightrope walk really begins when
slw starts :lx‘king about her lJil'lll!ll()lllL'l'.
Every psvchologist T've spoken with has
warned us to use great care in this area.
A birthmother should never be portrayed
as unkind or um‘.‘n‘in;_',—tlml':; obvious.
Jut it is also risky to depict her as a saint.
That tuels runaway hres ol lantasy in a
Lh”(l. ‘.'l'(‘;llilllé oxp«‘('t:llinna that can
never be tulfilled. The middle path s
simply the truth: “When you were born,
your mother was lln.’\hl(‘ to take care of
you. Sllc lon |_'¢1 you ;ul(l allc \\‘.“lnl\"(l you
to be safe and happy. That’s why she

.I”l)\\'('(l us lo ln-«'nmv yvour ]lill‘tﬂ(\\.”

And what it she does decide to search
for her birthmother? We're doing our
best to plan for this possibility as well,
What little information we have about
ln'l' l)irlhmnl her 1s .‘-’»l(H'(‘l] mn a .\.‘\['\-l.\'
deposit box. [ want to ensure that 1t wll
be there when my daughter needs it. In
addition, I'm putting away a little of cach
l’lill\.‘-_l]\'('k il] Ml Sl,"_'\‘i;ll account I ('illl ‘}](,'
Search Fund. By the time she graduates
[rom college —1 hope she'll postpone any
attempt until then there should be more
than enough money to pay for research,
airlare, hotels and so on. In fact. there
should be enough to pay tor all of us to go
to Korea, if that is her wish.

My [avorite fantasy is that my (l.‘\ug_;ll-
ter will ask us to come with her. My wate
and T have every reason to be aratelul to
her birthmother and we hope to thank
her in person. Iad it not been for the

love of this anonymous Korean woman,

we \\'U\Illl never h.’l\'(' I\Kl('l\\'l] II"I\' il).\' l)l.

ESSAY

being our daughter’s parents. 1 want to
show her that the decision she made was
not in vain. | want to he there \\'lwn \’h(‘
sces the happy, conlident adult her child
has become.

That meeting 1s probably 20 years
away. By then, I'll be an old man about
to retire. This l\'c_\'lm.‘u'-.] will probably be
l't‘l)lil\.’c(l \'.‘ith a sp('('uh ll'uns’l.llnr :m(l my
PC will be the size of a matchbox. Our
[amily won't [y to Scoul on a 747, we'll
ride a 1).\~|)crm‘»ni<' transport — just  two
hours from New York to Korea, nonstop.

But at least one thing will never
change — I'll still be my daughter’s lather
and she will be the center of my universe.

Steve Ford e the Managing Editor of OST
magazine. He Lo with bio wite Keatbleen and
daughter Lauren in New England. They matntain
a Web page decoted fo feamiliee whe bave adopled
chidren frome Korca.  The addreae o bitpaiioue-

world.compserve.cont/bomepagestS_ Ford3y,
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SACRIFICE
here is my body
broken for you

formed

by what they gave me
body

face

mind

and heart

but neither 2 name
nor a home

both

replaced

without haste

RETURN

I return
without regression
without regret

I returm =

with thefliorning
to commence my
OWIL MOUrning

I return

to this adopted land
I call my own

with a tongue

full of [anguage

I can fully

BIOLOGICAL MOTHER

understand You tried vour best
only this shape : To cut the cord —
& these molcs I retarn Destroved a nest

broken for you

spiit open
twice

thick and red
and as

water runs
through it—

And try to solve
The questions which
Have since evolved,

Or should I quit

for your life it spreads wider While I'm ahead,
and for mine and - Andnytodo
seeps deeper Without, instead?
what she may have said like tears through Such simple words
then dried blood For mother’s pearl.

what echoes
throughout my blood
now

and this morming calm
this calm and somber

s mourning
sacrifice COMIMENnces
and I fear I will

—Tonya Sookhee Bishoff

never call it to cease
&8

Abn

) 1996 by e K.

{

From me, with love,
Your Inchon girl.

Jo Rankin

Band odd-shaped fingers Beyond afford.
Bthe propensity for scars theMother Jand My fate was filed
both outside and in and leam to feel the And soon defined:
these things ioss A lonely child
they gave me of the one [ called You lett behind. 3
Omoni Since you and |
internal incantations Will never be =
gurgle up from within I return Together in #
to this land Reality,
here is my body the soil Should I go on

:Saokhee Bishoff

Jo Rankon was born in Inchon, Karea in 1967, a&iptta ‘y :
rican parents in 1970, and raised in San Dicgo. She gradu
from San Diege State Universlly wilh a degree in
alism.  She currently works for a TV slation in Los
v, I 1994, abe co-founded the Association of Korean
pptecd (a.kod. ).

ke Biskoff, born in Séotdes
§ in English from UC-BE
peraiy. She z‘m‘n'm‘/_v i
RETURN™ was publis
logy. ]
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~ ToOurSonmd tbéSu’n

W C "rugz:iv(l 00, wre \fllnil \dd’} 4 name {(H you.

l ,‘.L name we gd\ e vau means

You brought us a brighter sun to our lives with all the jov

“a mift frem God,”

describing what you mean to us.

Many sunny davs have pns;orl since the dav you came to be forever our son.

The sun is brighter now because of the spark you bring every day.

Roberta .. Wheatley

The Wheatleys adopled Natban when be waa aqb/ monibe old. Helo now a third grader at Ben Franklin lementary Sebaol in Glen

-~

troubling thoughts since your
e light of my days has revealed
e conclusions.

~ Driving home in the throngs of rush-
hour gridlock on the day I received news
of your death, I could only think of your
pain through my tears. | never thought to
wonder, * lsl'led I could

I may never understand why you ended

l i your life, Luuk, but I do understand vour
need to find peace.
| Being adopted Korean is far more com-

plex than choosing racial designation. You
knew that.

The struggles of racial identity cannot
be solved at culture camps, outreach
events, panel discussions or trips to our
birth country. They cannot be described

as growing pains nor diagnosed with color-
: blind love. We both discovered that for
- ourselves.

Our search for ourselves does not have
Z an end — neither does the pain. You saw

sl o

ease the difficulty of your earthly journey.

Somewhere along the way, you forgot to
open your eves and catch a glimpse of hope.
A friend recently commented that we, as
adopted Koreans, live a lie. In order to
assimilate into not only a white society, but
also our own adoptive families, we learn to
see ourselves as others want 1o see us. We
turn our lies into betrayal — of ourselves.

Maybe vou got tired of wearing your
mask. Maybe you forgot who existed
beneath the weight of that £

You and I, Luuk, b
and for what? -

I have heard parents comment that
adopting Korean children is an enriching
cultural experience and that other adults
should do the same.

Those parents must not understand that
the price they paid for us was insignificant
compared to the price we pay to fit into their
world.

Society already has told vou and me that

far —

we have become Americans because ol

someone else’s charity, Now we're being
told that our cultural displacement had a
purpose — multiculturalism. By growing
up in white families, we can be examples,
Luuk. We can show others that racial har-
mony is possible. We just can't show our

{k'k‘l ;l’l \\'.ur;hing you gl'o\’.’.

Ellyn, Hiinod.

am reminded
mirror. | see th
ty in my eyes an
ed Korean children as !
And 1 still see a flicke
Maybe there is a re
but I refuse to turn your
tyr's message. You sacrif
yourself in life; I won't take a
left of you in death. =3
I hope you have fou
friend e

Kari. (- Kari Ruth)

Kari
Ulniveraity ¢
it currently
Korean

nce work while f‘a)ﬁiny
w. She is also a board

edition of Minnesota Adopted szana newalet-

ler ar a Uribute to dds former member, Lawk

Wabala.
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ersonal Profiles

Many Korean American Adoptees are

them.

now successful professionals in various
fields. Here, we introduce some of

businessman,

Successiu

1 o
teacher, and former Washington
State legislator, Paull Shin has
led a life paralleled by few. Abandoned at
the age of four, Shin grew up as a street
urchin, fending for himself on the streets
ol Seoul, Korea. When the Korean War

erupted in 1950, Shin worked as a house

boy for the U.S. Army and met an
American dentist, Dr. Ray Paull, who
adopted Shin and brought him to the
United States at the age ol 16, In an act

of respect and delerence to his new
[ather, Shin adopted Paull as his first
name.

When Shin arrived in America, he had
very little formal cducation.  However,
alter earning his high school diploma hy
passing the GED test, Shin was prompt-
ed to pursue higher education. Tle was
successtul in carning a BA, two Master’s,
and a Ph.D. In between and alter his for-
mal studies, Shin pursued teaching,
which carried him to the University ol
Maryland, Brigham Young University,
and Shoreline Community College.

‘\.hlﬂ eventu “'\' \t‘YfIl‘li i:’l \\.ii&l!iliell(\l\

State. There, Shin sought to apply his
l;nn\\lc ;"c Llnl‘: .\luli\ 1O matters close to

ag

g e T . .
nis ]’I\’.’ll'!: ]1['\')\'“{111."_ cCconomic (\]);l(\t!l“ll-

ties for the residents ol his home state.
Initially, Shin served under numerous
governors in the area of international
trade. However, Shin quickly found his
niche in the political arena. In Shin’s first
run at political office, he was elected as a
legislator in the Washington State House
ol Representatives from 1993 1o 1994,
The 1996 race for licutenant governor
mn \\'.«.-;hin‘t{lun sln)\\x‘;lsc(] his |ml|u|;u'il'\'
from not just the Korean American com-
munity but the community as a whole.
In his hirst bid lor the position, Shin
received 229 of the votes among 14 can-
didates. (He lost the election by only a
0.6% margin.} Paull Shin’s success is
not unrelated to his ploneering vision
improving the position ol the communi-
ty through people, programs, and 1deas
that include and integrate Eastern val-
ues and culture into Western civiliza-

tion. &

choral 11 Johnson, bhorn in Seoul,

Korea, is a social worker, lamily

counselor, and adoption/diversity
consultant and trainer. She was .'ulnplml at
the age of four and currently resides in
Minneapolis, Minnesota with her two chil-
(Il'cn.

Johnson has been nationally recognized
as an expert on the issues of adoption and
identity development for transracially/inter-
nationally adopted children.  She has been
“‘illul'vll On sev L'l'dl neerw l)l'[\ .n\(i cable l(']l"
vizsion and radio programs addressing adop-
tion. She is also a regular speaker at nation-
al adoption conferences and is a past presi-
dent of the board of directors lor Adoptive

Families of America.
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Over the past 15 she has

il(lt]l'(’SSL‘(I

vears,

including

Yale University's ast Rock Institute, 1DS

various audiences

Financial Services, University ol
.\\innc_\ulq '-\ l".'lmi|_\' Hl)l‘i.‘ll Sl‘i(‘l‘l('t‘

Department, University ol Utah's Ethnic
;\'nn“v.\ l)cpdl'llncrll. H[hx)l' miuptmn agen-
cies, and parent and adoptee support
groups across the nation. She also escorts
a tour of Korea tor dli(lllll_'l'.‘- and therr fam-
ilies through the Korean Ties Program.
.JU[HIS(JH \]\:\'Ulc,\ sey g'l'\(l W Ct'k\ t'.’u‘l‘l
summer to teaching sell-esteem classes at
lln'
She

believes that her greatest rewards come

Various I\(H'l‘.'ln k'Ulllll'(‘ Ldlnl’l\ n

Midwest and East Coast areas.

!I\I‘Ough }uw \\'nx‘|( \'."llll dll(_)pl\‘(l (_'}lilcll'('n.

Deborah H. Johnson

She feels that her work and knowledge
is based on the insi:;:hh and wisdom
gained through the voices ol these chil-

dren



Mimi McAndrews

imi McAndrews was born in
1956

.'l(l()p!(‘(l E).\' (;l‘!'lll.lll‘hisll pdl‘~

Missourt in and was

cnls. She graduated from Florida

Atlantic University with a Bachelor of

Arts in Communications and went on to
carn IIL‘I' IAl\\' (Ik'gr('(' I‘AI.(WH] (‘l('l‘)l'gt‘l(“\\'l\
University Law Center. Al Georgetown,
McAndrews served as the president ol
American  Law

the Asian  Pacilic

PERSONAL PROFILES

Students Association (APALSA).  After
1992, she

returned to Florida where she successhully

u,unph‘lin\u law school in

ran for olfice lor the Flornida Legislature.

She served two years as the State
Representative tor Distmer 85 in Palm
Beach County. Mimi McAndrews was the
f T \xi.x!‘. Ar a eve to !;L

elected to the Flonda L
McAndrews says her

students from

1 { ! SN
4\-‘:-\“.23'1 mn the 170Us Delieves that

She

1+ 1 N . .
birthparents gave her up for adoption
! ~ ! I

because of the shame '.}:c:-. may have felt
tor having a baby as an unwed couple, who
presumably were [rom lamilies of high
social status in Korea.

MecAndrews thinks her lather eventual-
ly went back to Korea after his studies
while her mother stayved in the U.S.
McAndrews has tried to locate her birth-
parents but says she soon became reluctant
to continue her search. When she became

elected to the Florida state legislature in

orn in Pusan, Korea, 1n 1953 as

Suh Oong-Ki, Thomas Masters

does not recall what h.‘lppvnml o
s birthfather, but does remember that
hiz birthmother died when he was live,
leaving him and his older brother and
sister behind. Shortly after the death of
Masters sent to an

hl'-s ﬂ\(\tl‘l(‘l'. was

orphanage in Korea. [Ie is uncertain
about the fate of his brother and sister,
but has been searching for them for
bwenty vears.

At the age of six, Masters was adopt-
ed by Cecil and Mary Ellen Masters ol
Wichita, Kansas.

degree from Wichita State University

He received his BS

and his law degree from the University
of Kansas [Law School, where he was
Student  Director of the Douglas
County Legal Aid Society.

Since then, Masters has served in
various management positions as a

Special Agent with the FBIL. In the

Intelligence Division, he managed the
investigation of Southeast and Far Fast
Asian countries involving national sccu-
rity issues. While in the Criminal
Division of the FBI, Masters investigat-

ed Asian organized crime resulting in a

successlul prosecutions and seizures of

('()I]ll'.‘ll).’”l(l i’.l‘lll ('.'l:\'h.

= ; ¥ -
I'homas Masters has also been active
in business and civic organizations. He s

CEO ol

lx:lcl'nuliulm[. Inc., an ln(t’l'h.‘x(lon.‘n' ll’m]e

the President and Columbus
consulting company in New York. Ileis

also a member of the Korea Society and

its Young Professional Council, a.k.a. of

New York, and the Federal Asian Paciflic
More

recently, Masters was appointed to the

American Heritage Council.

Board of Directors lor the Korean

Adoption Registry. e is also an active
member of the Republican Party and
served as New York State Vice Chairman

for the "Dole tor President” committee.

1992, her story was reported by local

Korecan American press,  She, then,
began receiving  phone  calls  from
g

Koreans '.\'h() 1<\|(l |n~| not to pul)“l'i’/u hcr
search because it could hurt her parents’
current reputation.  McAndrews thinks
-'}l(‘ lxnnws W |’|n IH_‘I' Ilil'[hl“l)ll]l_‘l' s .'im|

where she lives, but couldn’t go on with

her scarch actively. She says, however,
she s still eager to meet her birthpar-

McAndrews is currently an attorney

\'Ur‘.;'crnr.alinl_' on :,:.'u\‘u_'l’nmcnl l.:\\.'. con-
Lracis, ('n\‘\l(\;\.'n\l“l\[ |.'§\\', .'l‘\(l l):‘l\lil\u')l'
cy law. She is active in the community
and serves on the Area Agency for
Aging Advisory Council, the Crestwood
Performing Arts League, and the Asian
American Federation. She is also the
co-founder and president of the Asian
Bar

South Florida, and a member of both

Pacilic American Association ol

the Florida Bar Association and the
Palm Beach County Bar Association.

Tom Masters

Masters was

Among other honors,

nominated for the Central Intelligence
Director's Exceptional Collector
National HUMINT Award as well as
being the recipient of the Korcan
American of the Year from the Korean
Association of Greater New York [l

-
/
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Organization Profiles

selves and their culture,

[so known as” (a.k.a.) is a New York- to

assumptions of "._xt_hx[ dHfI

based group consisting of adult
adopted Korean Americans seeking
to give expression to the national commu-

‘llll.!

nity  of intercountry transracial
.'ul()])lt‘vs .'lHl] ])t'l)[)lv ()l. mi\m{ rac u
itage. According to one of its founders,
Hollee McGinnis, their name svmbolizes
their hidden identities and aliases that
speak of their experiences which tran-
.\('«'m! .l.\\l“lllll:(_'n\ ulv race (‘llli L'lllllln'.
;Ll{..’(. .\l;u'lml oul as a nu'nlm'\l‘yi}r pro-
gram in July, 1996 with 35 adult adoptees
who wanted 1o provide guidance to
vounger adopted Koreans. However, ree-

ognizing the new generation of intercoun-

try adoptees, most recently from China,

alia. has since shified its focus to include  cultural stereotypes, 1gniting the possibili-

all people whose lives bridge nations, cul
ture, and nations. difterent cultures and races.
As a community, ak.a. aims to generate

a space in which people have the freedom  intercountry and transcultural adopices

ty ol joy and relatedness among people of

ak.a. believes that the experiences of

also-known-as, inc.

are a bold statement of what is possible;
that they, as human beings, can shift their
minds and hearts
to embrace one
another as a
daughter or a
s0n, a sister or a
bt (S | |l ik

McGinms, who
recent ]‘\ went
back to Korea
and met her bio-
lu-:'lk.l| parents,

“We are

the pu:»sil)i“t.\' ol

states,

the global family

Lc ulu_\'. %

FFor maore inlormation, contact Hollee
MceGinmis at hollee2848@aol.com or visit

Avww.aka.org, n

alea website at hutp:/

Korean Adoption Registry

oll from his [1igh school lw.u'])in':' job in

he Korean Adoption Registry is a = Minnesota, is currently spending nine

that

non-proht  organmization months in Korea to learn the language and

allows ;uluplml 2 culture.

Koreans 1o register into a According to Berry, the

permanent <|;il:ih ase. Vs objective 1S 1o reuntte

The Registry was found- as many families as possible,

ed by Wayne Berry. although there is no guarantee
Berry is a Korean that every adoptee will find

American adoptee who, their birthparents. Although

alter many h‘uslr.’;ling how much information i person

vears of searching for his has regarding their adoption 1s

birthparents, finally found an important starting point, it

them in the summer 1995 . stll takes years of st ruggles and

Berry proceeded to devel- work to search lor birthparents.

op the Registry to support other Korean  Because most people do not have the time

American adoptees also secking their bio-  and know-how to conduct the search, the
I g

logical families. Berry, who is taking time  Korean Adoption Registry hopes 1o do

much of the time-consuming work.

Once registered, a file is kept in a data-
base until the adoptee wants it removed.
The Korean Adoption Registry is in
the process of being established in Korea
as well, where biological lamilies can reg-
ister il they are in search of their own fam-
ily member or members that were placed
into adoptive families. The cost of regis-
tering with the Korean Adoption Registry
15 $30.00 which covers processing and
handling fees.

1-800-

information, call

KORIEA-34 or write to:

For more

Korean Adoption Registry
14735 Highway 65 NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304
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The Association of Korean Adoptees (A.K.A.)

Korean
Adoptees (AK.AL) is a

.‘\IIEL‘I(‘N-E)H\'(‘(I L{(J()I)It‘(' SRIPP(\I'I

he Association ol

Lc_)\

group with 70 members on its mai

list. Co-founded by Jo Rankin and

1994, AK.A.

social cultural

Basiho Zanda in pro-

vides ('Inolinnul, i(llli
support to adult Korean adoptees and
their associates through informal dis-
Their

;_:n.‘l[s are to increase an un(lur:-l.un“ng

Cussion (\ll(] >-[)C\'lill cvents.

ol interracial adoption to the general
public as well as 1o serve as a link
between Korean American adoptees
and the Korean American community.,

.\KA\ lllt‘llllu‘l'h‘ were l]l)l'll in l\’l)l'l‘.'i
lllll l'(li\k‘(l u” over l[lc W ('\I‘I(]. \\'illl lh('

average age ranging trom 20-45, most

are professionals or college students
living in Southern California. Despite
its short history, A.K.A. has built an
impressive network ol outside support-

ers.  Guest speakers have included

,‘-(‘L'i-‘il 'A‘-'(Tl‘l\'l'r:-. .1(’(,‘i)-
tive parents, birth par-
ents, psyc }\ulugi\l.\. vD(JU}-.
authors, documentary
pl'n:]ux,cr'\. (lll<l repre-
sentatives Irom related

AK.A.

coverage

organizations.

has received
Times,

(KBILLA),

.‘\l)(l

n lln' Korea

Radio
[\.(ll L'f\ m

Korea
Journal
llu' l.os .»‘\n.-;_"tl('s Times,
They are also included
ill 5L'\‘L'|\;ll \\'(‘ll I“l:‘;L.S‘
A.K.A.

newsletter and

distributes a monthly
welcomes articles and
special event announcements or other
related material. Jo Rankin and Tonya
Bishott are currently working on an
independent project, collecting poetry,
fiction, non-fiction, essays and inter-
views for an anthology by and about

Korean American adoptees regarding

.'1“ aspects ol llu' .'I(I()})I\'l".\ perspec-

tives and experiences. The anthology

has been mentioned in [ive national

puh“(.‘tl;nnzz.. Its d(:.u“inc 15 x\\.u'yh o3

1997.

For anthology submissions or

for more information about A.K.A.,
please write to:

1208 N. Brand Blvd.

Glendale, CA 91202, B

he mission of MAK is to assist its
members as they scarch for and
develop racial identities by provid-
ing them with a supportive and interactive

community. MAK also focuses its cfforts
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Minnesota Adopted Koreans (MAK)

on extending under-
standing and knowl-
l'll;‘»!\' .1!)()11[ Korean
adoption to the com-
munity and empow-
ering adopted
Korean Americans

and their [amilies

and Iriends. In exis-
tence lor 5 vears,
MAK currently has
180 adoptee

mem ] ers

over
\\"\”c s
entire mailing direc-
tory totals over 300.
The

MAK's members are

I'ndjnl'i[\ u!

in their twenties.

MAK's social

have helped many of its members and their

and cultural activities
families share resources in a warm environ-
ment. MAK'S monthly social activities

I)«I\ o Il1(’|l|l]t‘ll [‘)lb\\‘li”"__’_'\ lrips. l(l”('l'l)l«'l(“llg.

volleyball and sottball tournaments, week-
end camping trips, discussion groups, and
the ever popular holiday dance. In the
past two years, MAK has also held an out-
reach event for families with adopted
Korean children. The event consists of a
Korean dinner for the parents and games
[or the children.

As an orgamzation MAK is in a transi-
tional period with older members moving
on and new members stepping lorward.
The board s currcnll.\ discussing new
directions tor the future that will probably
include a mentor program for voung adopt-
ed Korean American teens and moving
toward a more educationalfawareness
programming on adoption and identity
issues. Presently, the board’s aim is to have
un|‘\,' d(!u])[('(l Korean Americans on lllc
board but keep membership open to fami-
lies, [riends, and spouses.

For more information, call

(612) 305-2892 i




amp Pride-Korea was initiated
cleven years ago by a group of
adoptive parents in an eflort to help
their adopted Korean children and their

sibhn learn dl)lllll and celebrate their

Korean heritage.  Camp Pride-Korea is
sponsored by the Chicago Arca Families
For :\duptinn (CAFFA), a non-profit
umbrella organization providing support,
networking and  assistance for adoptive
families.  Participation in Camp Pride-
Korea has grown [rom about twenty five
active children in its first year to 152 school
age children and 10 nursery school age
The

majority of the families are from the

children Irom 97 dillerent lamilies.

(.‘l\il'.‘l\'_‘_(ll{”l({ darca {ill)ll:{ ‘.\'il‘!l i.‘nni“cs: par-

ticipating [rom southern [linois and
Indhana.

Camp Pride-Korea s stafled by a group
ol parent volunteers who serve as class-
room teachers, cooks, and counselors, and
care takers, for the younger children.
There are also volunteer Korean American

teachers who teach Korean language, cul-

ture, lHll,\il'. (il](l U’-'N{Hlﬂn."ll linl't'.’ln (I"lll\'kk

The children are taught the Korean alphabet,
basic Korean phrases, and Korean songs.
Camp  Pride-Korea
also has a Tae-Kwon-

Do

instructs the

imstructor \\'l)u
children
on basic Tae-Kwon-

Do and performs a

Tae-Kwon-Do
demonstration.  The
curriculum materials

|1;l\ o {‘L‘L'” (Il_'\'(.‘ll)l)lﬂl
over lh\" years .'m«[ are
intended 1o provide
the children with a
range ol mlormation
about Korean ]\i\lm:\
and culture.

Many ol the children attend schools
where Irriné: Korcan makes them a very con-
spicuous minority.  Thus some of the activi-
liz',\ are 4|l,'\lgl\(‘(] Lo \'I)Il{lllk'L‘ )L‘“‘-L'.\'lL'L'IH ;l:ll.::
sell=confidence. As a bonus, campers enjoy

the unique experience of being in the major-

ORGANIZATION PROFILES

Camp Pride-Korea

ity group during the week-long camp.
However, rhc LL‘Z”I'dl purpose (ll‘ ll’lc camp
is still to have fun and educate the whole
family about Korea.

For more information, contact Don

.\‘i'hlq\' at (708) 848-284(). i

California,

Friends ol Korea is a non-prolit

ased in Sacramento,

l'n‘guni/;lli()u whose purpose is to
promote a greater awareness and appreci-
ation ol the value of Korean heritage in
the United States to those who are inter-

It's an

ested.
organization
that  evolved

[rom the need
(‘lli."ul()pll\'\' par-

ents to “stand in

relation to the
Korean com-
munity.”  One

of its founders,
Chris Winston,
“We
|>-.‘n\'| the needs

ot the

notes:

Korean

only ot adoptive parents and adult Korean
American adoptees, but also hirst and sec-
ond generation Korcan Americans and
thosc in interethnic marmages.

IFriends of Korea's goal to serve the
well

mutual needs of its members is

reflected in
iIts activities:
e Korean
Language
and Culture
Institute -
Classes on
Korean cul-
rure ;ln(| L‘ll]-
guage are
held  during

the

year.

.\('l\(n)]

*English

Classes  for

community and
[tried] to meet
those needs while meeting our own.”

Ience, its board of directors consists not

Korean
Immigrants - Free English classes for

Korean immigrants. The curriculum was

Friends of Korea

developed by adoptive parents who are
}\| p l('.'l('hk'l'm

* Iriends of Korea Discussion Group -
The group discusses topics of interest,
including political, cultural, interethnic,
and adoption issues.

eSummer Student Exchange
Program - This summer, Friends of Korea
brought eight high school students from
Korea to stay with American families for

“As

denced by the tears shed between families

two weeks.  Winston writes, cvi-
(lntl &Ilult‘nl& al p;\r'l;ng, 1|w program has
been highly successlul in building strong
relationships.”

Friends of Korea is sharing resources
with others who want Korean connections
around the world and wants to help others
across the ('(lllnlll\ 10 set up programs Shm-
ilar 1o those piloted in Sacramento.

For more information, contact Friends
of Korea at (916) 933-1447 or visit its web
page at http://members.aol.com/IForKorea.
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Children’s Home
Society of Minnesota

than 100

Home

or more vears l]n:

Children’s Society  of

Minnesota has provided adoption
services, post adoption counseling, inter-
mediary services, workshops, and support
groups. Many of its current services are
geared specifically for children adopted
from Korea and their families.

Counseling Services address a variety
of adoption issues including parenting
concerns and cultural identity.  Korean
Intermediary  Services assist families in
obtaining information about their child’s
Korean origins, The pre-teen and teen
groups oller members the chance to
explore Korean culture and child rearing
traditions, consider aduplion and birth
parent choices in Korea, and learn selt-
empowerment skills to reinforce their
sense of pride in their Korean heritage.
For younger children, a Korean Children'’s
Day is oflered each spring. This event
emulates a traditional Korean celebration.
All enjoy a traditional Korean meal; chil-
dren then listen to Korean folktales, play
Korean games and make Korean cralts
while their p.tr(-nls (l!lt‘l‘l(l an udnpliun-
focused presentation.

iach summer the Children's Home
Society ollers tours to Korea for children
who have been adopted from Korea and
their families. The trip begins in Seoul
with visits to cultural sites including the
Roval Palace and Secret Garden. Families
also visit a Korean folk village and the his-
toric Haeinsa area. There is also a possi-
bility for families to meet with their child’s
birth relative or foster parent.

Children's Home Society post adoption
stall has current information available and
serves as a relerral source for families
secking Korean cultural nppm'luuilics.

I'.()l. more
Children's Home Society’s Korean focused
adoption services, contact: Jell Mondloh
at (612) 646-6393 or visit the web site at

hlt|):r".-"ww\\'.(‘]wm com.
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ach summer in New Jersey,
Camp Sejong provides a chance
for Korean adoptees from ages 4
to 17 to learn and celebrate Korean cul-
ture. Camp Sejong was founded in 1991
by Lindy Gelber, an adoptive mother,
who saw in her adopted daughter,
Jessica, a certain uncasiness around

Astans. Gelber recognizcd that Jessica

would have trouble identifying herself

as a Korean American il she weren't
c.\pnscd to Korean culture.

Since then, Camp Sejong has become
one of the most successful Korean cul-
ture camps in the U.S., attracting a
steady stream of 100 to 200 adoptees
cach vear. Many prominent figures
have also \'olunlccrcd to spvml nme
with the children: Chanho Park, pitcher
ol the L.A. Dodgers, Jim Paek, the first
Asian American to play in the National
Hockey League, and Lily Lee, an
Olympic figure skater.

Gelber says Camp Sejong also helps
adoptive parents share their children’s
experience exploring their heritage.

Gelber, who believes transracial adop-

tion helps reduce racism, stresses that it

Camp Sejong

is important for the adoptive parents to
g}vc- pnsili\'c messages and a ('llhlll‘ill
]ml.‘\nt’c 1o lh('il' ;u‘npt(‘d (‘|\i|dl'cn ‘-‘)' (‘,t“l-
cbrating their children’s culture. "1
don't experience life as a white person
anymore,” she adds.

Currently, some ol its campers are
practicing Korean folk music and will
perform in Macy's Parade in February
ol 1997. Gelber says Camp Sejong is In
need of the Korean American communi-
tv's support more than ever. They need
to buy costumes and sang-mo(a hat with
ribbon attached) to present a Korean
traditional music and dance |)urfm'mc(|
by Korean American adoptees for chu-
seok (Korcan harvest festival) in 1997,
Emphasizing the need lor cultural iden-
Iil.\»'. (_'-c"wr pruu(”.\' shows a letter shc
received from a ];:l-_\"('ill'-ult'l camper,
which reads: “I've learned so much
about my country, my h(‘l'i(il::’l'. my
MYSELFE

Without your camp, I wouldnt be the

peers, and most of all,
f-{'“’--'lhb‘lll'\‘(‘l. .\‘ll'(nn:c' :_',‘x‘uwini'. pcl'sun [
am today.”

To contact Camp Scjong, please call

[,ind’\' Gelber at (201) 784-1081. B

information on any of




